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His is the Sum or Subſtance of our Religion, to wy, 0 to 

feel and diſcern the two Seeds : the Seed of Enmity, 
Seed of Love 3 the Seed of the Fleſh, the Seed ak ith 
Spirit; the Seed of Hager, the Seed of Sab z the Seed 
" of be e God word, the - bon hr Seed of Jſrael: and to feel the 
udgments adminiſtred to the one, of theſe, till it be 
neo bondage and death; and the other raiſed up in! 
2 of the Lord to live in us, and our Souls gath 

into it, cb Gotta it, 

Now when the Light of Gods holy Spirit breaketh in upon man, 
and bis quickning vertue is felt; then life enters into that which was 
fin, and there is a deſite begotten in the heart to travel out of the 
Egyptian ſtate, into the good Land 3 that the Sout which ca 
God, might return back again to him (out of the fi waſte 
dring, miſerable, loſt eſtate) and might live and walk with Nc. 
the purity, vertue and power of his own Life and Spirit. 

Fut then che other birth ſtrives for irs life, and F bar auh (the Ki 
of Egypt) takes part eh his Egypciang againſt Zſrael.; N 
er wa poor ſoul, bu: 2 pour out his Neuber 


Dome. he a bs bal 1 


that hard nature ard ſpirit in man, which is of the Birth- of the 
Fleſh, and receives the influences and ſtrength of its father, which 
harden it againſt the true Seed. And now what a condition is thig 
poor Soul in ! The Light of Gods Spirit giveth it the ſence of its 41 
fate, ard the quicknings of Life make it ſenſible of its Fondage, | 
there are alſo ſome defires and longings after deliyerance t- 
doth but provoke the Enemy, and the Soul being yet in his 
ritories, and under his power, be dealcth the more hardly 
increaſing its burdens and oppreſſions daily. And O the out- c 
of the Soul in this ſtate! how is its ſpirit pained, anguiſhed and ; 
vexed within it; ſ that it could almoſt many times chuſe rather J. 
to lie ſtill in Egyyt then undergo the beavy burders, oppreſſions, | 
fears and dangers, that it daily meets with in this tate. 

Yet there is a Secret hope, ſpringing up in the heart from the 
true Seed, which often encourageth it to truſt him, and wait upon 
him who hath viſited, in his pure miniſtration of Judgment. For 
this is felt many times ( as the Soul is made truly ſenfible by the 
Lord) that the Judgment is not to the Seed, not to Iſrael; but to . 4 
Pharaoh and bis Egyptians: and by every ſtroke of Gods Wrath up- I 
on them, the Seed is caſed, and its deliverance working out. | 

And ſo. at laſt when the udgment is finiſhed in the Land of 
Egypt, the ſtrength of Pharaoh and his Egypelans broken, their firſt 
born ſlain, out comes 1/r4el, out of the Dark Land, out of the 
Houſe of Bondage, to travel towards its reſting place: Then the 
Paſchal Lamb is known and fed on; yea, it is becauſe of the Blood 
of the Lamb, ſprinkled upon the Door-polts, chat 1/r4el is paſſed 
over ard ſaved, in the day of Egypts vilitation, O who can read 
this truly, that bath not ſelt and been a living Witneſs thereof 

But now, when the ſeed is come out of Egypt, there is not the ' 
end, but rather the beginning of its Travels. F baraoh and his E- 
gyptians (with their Horſes and Chariots), may purſue again and 
even overtake z and there may ſgem no way of eſcape or help to the 
Soul, but only to ſtand ſtiſl, hope in the Lord and wait to ſee his Sal- 
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vation. Then ſhall the Sea be divided, which ſtopped 7/raels courſe, 4 
and Pharaoh with his Egyptians (the Enemies of the Soul in this - 
appearance of dreadfull oppre ſſing power) be deſtroyed and ſeen no 
more. ENIIF 
Yet in the Wilderneſs in tbe paſſage through the entanglements 
| to 
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tothe holy Land; there are many lau, trialt ant ſore Edethies 
. to be met with; who will ſtrire by open force and alſo wich en- 
| chanments to betray Iſrael : yea there is a pitt yer unbrought 
- down, yet unwrought our, at which they will bs ſtriving to enter 
the mind. And as /ſratl forgets his God, walking out of his Coun- 
ſel, hearkning to chat which his ear ſhould he ſhar againſt, and ſo 
joyning to the contrary Seed; the Plagues, the Judgments, the In- 
dignatios and Wo will be felt by him, and many Carkaſes may fall 
| there. So that there may be a great outcry in the heart, ho can 
þ ftand r Boly Lord Cod I ſhall we be conſuming with dying ? 
I yes, there1s ſodnewhat miſt be conſumed with dying. Yea, if a man 
carhe ſo far, 5 to witneſs dominion and victory over bis Souls Ene- 
1 mes, ehe evil Seed brought into death in him, 22 poſſeſſion and in- 
hetitance in the pure reſt of Life : yet if that part be not kept in the 
death, if there be not a praying and watching tothe Preſerver of 
Ifratl (in the pure fear and humility) the Enemy will be ſowing to 
| the Fleth again; he will be getting ſome of his corrupt Seeds into 
the heart again (if the Soul do but ſleep and become. negligent) 
7 and ſo cotruption will take root again, and the contrary Birth grow 
up again, and the Foxes break into the Vineyard and ſpoil the 4 
t grapes. 18 
So that this is our Religion, to witneſs the two Seeds, with the 
Power of the Lord bringing down the one, and bringing up the 
other: and then to witneſs and experience daily the ſame Power, 
keeping the one in Death and the other in Life, by the holy mini- 
ſtration of Gods pure living Covenant. And ſo, to know God in 
this Covenant (in this Covenant which lives, gives Life and keeps 
in'Life) and to walk with God and worſhip and ſerve him therein, 
even ln his Son, in the Light of his Son, in the Life of his Son, in 
. the vertue and ability which flows from his Son into our Spirits, 
This is our Religion, which the Lord our God in bis tender mercy 
bath beſtowed upon us: And indeed we find this to be a pure, living 
and undefiled Religion before God, daily witneſſing bis acceptance 


4. of it in and through his Son, whoſe Name is bers. known and cons 
- — > and honoured, according to the very heart of 
the Father. 


| This may be further Wuftrated, and perhaps made more manifeſt 
toſoine, by a Scriprure or - 4. 
: 3 


( 
The Fleſh lufteth againſt the a and the Spirit againſt the Flee, 


and theſe are contrary one to the other, ſaith the Apoſtle, Gal 5. 17, 
Here are the two- Seeds (the Seed of the Serpent, the Seed of 
the woman) whoſe ſtriving and fight is in man, when God awakeng 
the Soul, the one whereof hath a nature, a deſire or luſt contrary to 
the other. Now as the one of theſe prevails in any heart; ſo the 
other goes down. As the one gains Life and Power, fo the other 
is brought into Death and Captivity. So that this is it every one is 
to wait for, after they once come to the ſenſible knowledge and ex- 
perience of theſe two, to feel the Fleſh brought down, the luſts of 
it denied, the Judgments of the Lord adminiſtred to itz that fo the 
other may come up to live, thrive and prevail in the Soul, and ſo 
the Soul witneſs Salvation and Redemption under its ſhadow. I hus 
Sion is Kedeemed with Fudgment, and her Converts with Righteouſe 
ne ſe, Iſa. 1. 27. What is Sion? 1s it not the holy hill of God, where- 
on bis Son is ſer King to reign, whereon the holy City is to be built, 
and God to be worſhipped in Spirit: what condition is Sion in, 
when God viſits her to redeem her? Is ſhe not laid waſt, deſolate, 
lying in the duſt : (as Pſal. 102+ 13, 14.) Well: bow will God re- 
eem her? Zion ſball be redeemed with fudgwent, and her Converts 
with Righteowſneſs, By bringing Judgments upon that which 
keeps her under, upon her Enemies, the contrary Seed, God re- 
deems her: and by bringing forth Righteouſneſs (the righteous 
Life and Spirit of his own Son) in thoſe wboſe minds are turned 
to her, whoſe faces are ſet Sion- ward, thus God redeems her Con- 
verts. Yes, yes; it is truly felt and witneſſed, The living Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, revealed in che heart and having power there, 
ſers free from all the unrighteouſneſs which was there before. And 
then, when the unrighteous one is caſt out, and the righteous one 
revealed, and the Soul united io him and receives vertue and power 
from him; then he becomes a Servant of righteouſneſs, and doth 
not commit ſin, but doth rigbteouſneſs: and he that doth rigbte- 


euſneſs is righteows, even 4s he ts rig btesu, 1 Joh. 3.7. For how can 


it be otherwiſe, when the righteous Lite is revealed and brought up 
into dominion in him? How can the ſame righreous Spirit and Life 
(revealed in the members, as was in the head) bur live and act after 
the ame manner in the members, as it dia in : he head? O that men 


were turned to that, which would give ther the certain knowledge 


and 
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(5) 
and ſenſible experience of this!) Now this is exceeding comfor-' 
table and precious to them that are in the true travel towards it: 
much to them that enjoy it. 

This is he ſum of all, even to know and experience what is to be 
brought down into death, and kept in death, what to be brought 
up out of the grave, to live to God and reign in his dominion, 
ard what to be kept in ſubjection and obedience to him who is to 
reign, Now to experience it thus done in the heart; the Fleſh 
brought down, the Seed of Life raiſed, and the Soul ſubject to the 
pure heavenly Power, whoſe right it is to reign in the heartin and 
by che Seed, this is a bleſſed ſtate indeed. For here the work is dore : 
here the Throne of God is exalted, and his King reigns in righteouſ- 
neſsand peace, and all his Enemies are under his feet; and this Soul, 
this true Iſraelite, this redeemed one may wear the white Robe, and 
ſerve God in righteouſneſs ard holineſs without fear of his Enemies 
(keeping inand to the Covenant, which miniſters Life and Power 
abundantly) all the dayes of his life. For that was to be the out- 
ward ſtate of the outward 1/rael, keeping to God in the out- 
ward Covenant : and it is to be the inward ſtate of the inward 
Ifrael, 2 to God in the inward Covenant, which is a pure 
Covenant of Life and Peace, of all inward and ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſigs and mercies in Chriſt, wherewith the Souls are bleſſed that 
are obedient to God, and walk humbly with him in this Covenant. 
And I beſeech you to conſider (O tender people, who are grie- 
ved becauſe of ſin and corruption in your hearts, and would 


fain witneſs victory and dominion over it, in the Name and 


Strength of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt) Whom did that Propheſie of 
Zachary ( Luke 1. 71, 72, 74, 75.) concern? What was that holy 
Covenant? who were to be ſo redeemed? who were the Iſrael that 
was to inberit this promiſe ? All the Promiſes are yea ard amen in 
Cbriſt to the 1/r«e! of God. Why ſhould not the Iſra-l of God bope 
to enjoy this? even ſo to be acquainted with Gods holy Spirit and 
to wait upon him, that they may witneſs it granted to them, that 
they being delivered our of the hands of their Enemies, might ſerve 
him without fear, in holineſs ard righteouſneſs before him (whoſe 
eyes are piercing, and can behold no iniquity) all the dayes of their 
lives ? Surely they who wiineſs that promiſe (mentioned I.. 35.8) 
fulfilled to them, cannot fall ſnort of this. And truly, the 2 
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cf the new Covenant can nevet come throughly to live to God, till 


they wicneſs the inward circumciſion of the heart, ſo as to love the 
Lord with all the heart and ſoul, Dent. 30. 6. Now, _— is ſo, 
the Devil or Luſt can find no place of entrance : and Now then 
{ſhould they be able to ſow their Seed and bring forth ſin ? Our of 
the evil heart proceeds all evil : but out of that heart which is 
throughly circumciſed, to love the Lord God wholly, evil cannot 
proceed. If Luli be not conceived, it cannot bring forth Sin: and 
where the womb, which conceived it, is Kept dry and barren, it cane 
not Conceive again. And is not this the Promiſe of the Goſpel, that 
the womb, which was once barren, (hall be very fruitſull and bear 
abundantly ; but the other grow feeble, and be able to bear no more? 
O that people had experience of Gods power, and did believe there» 
in! what (hovld ſtand in the way of it ? It was Iſraels lin of old, 
when they looked at their Hnemies, and ſaw their footing and 
ſtrength in the Land woich God had promiſed to Abrahams Seed for 
an Inheritance, they cquld not believe that they could be overcome. 
O take heed of the ſame unbelieſ now. 


—— — — 


Concerning Chriſt, coming to the Father by him, rqctiving 
him, walking in him ( not in the oldue(s of the letter, but 
in the newneſs of the Spirit) and concerning reading the 
Scriptures aright. 


Tam the Way, the Truth and the Life : no man cometh unto the Fa. 
ther but by me, ſaith Chriſt, Job. 14. 6. 

M An in the corrupt, degenerate eſtate, is fallen from God, hath 

loſt his Image (the holy, heavenly Image of the Father of 
Spirits) is driven out from his preſence, dwells in the Land of dark- 
neſs and confuſion, under the Government of the Prince of the 
power of the Air, who rules in and hath power over all the Chil- 
dren of Diſobedience. 

Now this ſhould be mans work, even to return to the Father: to 
come back, out of che prodigal loſt ſtate, to the Fathers houſe; 
where there is ſufficiency and fulneſs of true Bread and Water of 
Life, to ſatisfie every hungry and thirſty Soul. 

The 


(7) 

The Way whereby a man muſt come; the Truth wherein he muſt 
be renewed, the Life wherewith a man muſt be quickned, is Chriſt, 
the Sorgh the living God: and he muſt know him as the Son of the 
living and feel him revealed in him and received by him, and 
ſo walk in him the Way, in him the Truth, in him the Life, if ever 
be come tothe Father. He muſt not reſt in the deſcription of things; 
but feel and know, receive and walk in the thisg, which by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord bach been often formerly and is till deſcribed, in 
what words and by what means the Spirit pleaſeth. But co receive 
all che deſcriptions of bim that were formerly given forth, or all the 
deſcriptions that are now given forth, that will not do: but the ſoul 
that will live by him, mult receive him and feel the ingrafting into 
him, the holy Root, the living Word of Gods eternal Power, and 
muſt ſee! this Word ingraſted into his heart, ſo that there be a real 
becoming one in nature and ſpirit with him, And then he is truly in 
the Vine, in the Olive-tree, and partakes of the vertue and ſap 
thereof, he abiding therein and walking in the Spirit, Life and 
Power thereof. 

Now here a man walks not, nor cannot walk in the oldneſs of 
the Lecter 3 but in the newnels of the Spirit only. Paul, notwith- 
ſtanding all bis knowledgeof the Scriptures, walked but in the old- 
neſs of the Letter, before Chriſt was revealed in him. And thoſe 
in the Apoſtles dayes, who had got the form of godlineſs, but turn- 
ed from and denied the power, they walked but in the oldneſs of 
the Letter; Yea, the Church of Sd (for the moſt part) and the 
Church of Laodicea, who had received the right order and ordi- 
nanees: and the true deſcriptions of things, and thought they were 
full and rich and wanted nothing, they walked but according to 
the oldneſsof the Letter, and not in thenewneſs and power of the 
Spirit of Life. But alas, how far are many (whopretend to Chriſt 
in this day) from this tate ! who never came ſo far as to walk in the 
oldnels of the Letter, from a true underſtanding thereof; but have 
only learned and continued to walk in the oldneſs of their own ap- 
prebenſions and conceivings upon the Letter. 

Can theſe, in this ftate, poſſibly underſtand Truth, or know the 
inward ſpiritual, precious appearances thereof, either in their own. 
hearts or others? Surely no. Why fo? Why this is the reaſon, be- 
cauſe the, meaſure the appearances of Trauth (either in themſelves 
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crothers) by their own old apprehenſions and conceivings upon 
Scriptures concerning Truth, which is not the proper meaſure of it. 
Now all ſuc h are yet indarkneſs, let chem pretend whagghey will, 
and grow never ſo high in knowledg, exerciſes and experitfices aſter 
this manner: and ſo che beſt, zealouſeſt and moſt knowing of them 
in this ſtate, are but blind leaders of the blind, and (thus going on) 
ſhall moſt certainly fall into the Ditch of perdition. O that men 
could feel that which makes rightly ſenſible, and might lay it to 
heart ! For no man can confeſs Chriſt (how then can he receive 
him and walk in him?) but by the holy Spirit. 

And he that kno eth not the Spirit rightly, knoweth not Cbriſt 
rightly : and he that doth not know him rightly, doth not confeſs 
bim rightly : and none can know him rightly, but by the revelati- 
on of the Father inwardly, The myſtery muſt be opened within, or 
there is no true knowing. The myſtery of deceit is diſcovered with- 
in; and the myſtery of Life is diſcovered within alſo. And though 
the heart of man (in the unregenerate eſtate) is deceitfull above 
all things, and deſperately wicked, and no man of himſelf can ſearch 
or know it: yet that is not the ſtate of the true 1ſraelires whom 
God hath cleanſed, and taught to deny themſelves daily 3 but they 
have boldneſs before that God who hath ſearched them, and re- 
moved from them the iniquities which he found therein, Ves, who- 
ever witneſſeth Chriſt revealed within, ſhall find bim revealed with- 
in for this very end, to deſtroy the works of the Devil there: and 
he is a powerfull Saviour of che Soul from fin, and a powerfull De- 
ſtroyer of the works of the Devil within. 

Now concerning reading the Scriptures, mind this. Ir is Taid of 
the Fews, that when they read Moſes (or in reading the old Tefta- 
ment) the vail was upon their heart, which vail is done away in 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 3. 14, t5. O conſider ſeriouſly, is the vail done away 
from thee ? Doſt thou read che Scriptures wich the unvailed eye? 
doſt thou read in the Anointing, in Chriſts Spitit, in the pure hea- 
venly Wiſdom of the divine Birth? It was promiſed of old, that 
God would take away the face of the covering caſt over all people, 
and the vail ſpread over all Nations. Doſt thou witneſs chis Promiſe 
fulfilled to thee ? Doſt thou know the difference between reading 
the Scriptures wich the vail on thee, and with the vail of? Are 
the Scriptures opened and unlocked to thee by the Key of David, 
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fo that thou readeſt and underſtandeſt them in the Light and De- 
monſtration of Gods holy Spirit; or is thy own underſtanding 
and will at work of it ſelf, in ſearching into the Scriptures ? It the 
wrong birth, the wrong wiſdom, the wrong underſtanding be ar 
work ; ix cangather but that which will ſeed and ſtrengthen ie ſelf: 
and if thou beeſt not in Chriſt, and doſt not read in Chriſt, the 
vail is not taken away from thee : (for the vail is only done away 
in him : ) but thou readeſt and walkeſt in the old eis of thy ap- 
prehenſions upon the Letter, and not inthe newneſs of the Spirit; 
and ſo knoweſt neither the Scriptures nor the Power of God, hat 
ever thou profeſſeſt to men, or dreameſt concernning thy ſelt. For 
it is no other indeed : Thy knowledge, thy apprehenlions, thy 
faith, thy hope, thy peace, thy joy (being out of the compaſs of 
the pure living Truth, in which the Subſtance, the vertue, the ker- 
nel of all is compriſed and comprebended for ever) are but as fo 
many dreams. 

O that men that ate any whit tender, and have any. ſincere de- 
ſires in them towards the Lord, could read that one Scripture 
(Pin 43+ 3, 4.) ſenſibly and experimentalfy, O ſend out thy Loghr 
and thy Truth; let them lead me, let them bring me unte thy boly 
Hill and to thy T abernacles,, (whar did not David know how togo 
to the Hill and Tabernacles of God, withqut a particular ſending 
forth of Light and Trath from God to lead bim thither ?) Then 
may men go unto the Altar of God, unto God their exceeding joy, 
and witneſs his Hill and Houſe their dwelling-place, when God 
by his Light and Truth, ſend forth from him into them, leads 
them thither. 

The Scriptures are words, whoſe chief end, drift and ſervice is, 
to bring men to the Word from which the Scriptures came. And 
when men are there; then they are in the Life of the Scripcures, 


and witneſs the fulfilling of the Scriptures, even the executing of 


the righteous judgments of God upon that ſpirir, mind and nature 
in them, which is contrary to his image; and the fulfilling of the 
Promiſes and fore Mercies , which belong to Chriſt the Seed, 
and to them who are gathered into, and abide in Chriſt the 
Seed. Here's the Covenant, the new Covenant, That which is 
ſaid, or thoſe things which are ſaid concerning the Covenant 
in the Scriptures, are but deſcriptions of the new. Covenant: 
B — c 

| Ls 0 en C 


22 90 W 


85 * 


* 


77 


(wo) 


but Chriſt wit hin, the Hope of piory, the Spirit within, the Fear 


withio, the Power of Life within, breaking down and reigning 
over the power of fin and death (fo that the Lord is ſerved in the 
dominion and power of bis own Life, in righteouſneſs and holineſs 
before him, out of the fear of ſin and death, all the dayes of our 
lives; ſo that captivi an lead captive nor break the Souls peace 
no more, nay not ſo much as make afraid thoſe, that keep their 
Habitation on Gods holy Mountain) Here is the Covenant in- 
deed: the ſtrength · and vertue whereof is witneſſed in the Soul, as 
the Soul feels the power of Liſe revealed init, and is made ſubject 
by the power to Chriſt who reigns in righteouſneſs, love, mercy 
and peace, in the hearts of thoſe whom he redeems out of the 
earthly nature and ſpirit, up to the Mind and Spirit of his Father, 
And here the Pſalms, Hymns and ſpiritual- Sofigs, the pure Songs, 
(the Song of Moſes, the Song of the Lamb) are ſung to the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, to the Redeemer of 1/74el, which never were ſung, 
nor can be ſung in any part of Babylon : but all thoſe Songs are but 
Dreams of the night, (hich will be turned into bowling and bitter 
lamentation, when the Whore ( that which hath whored from 
God, and is not inthe Wiſdom of his Spirit, what ever ſhe may 
pretend) is ſtripped, and the nakedneſs of her Profeſſion and Re- 
ſigion (with all ber Duties and Ordinances, as ſhe calls them) 
made manifeſt. 
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Concerning the Goſpel Miniſtration, 


F the Goſpel be not a Miniſtration of Words or Letter; but 
of Spirit, Life and Power; and if it was the intent of God, 
that men ſhonld nor flick in Words or Teſtimonies concern- 
ing the thing, but come to the thing it ſelf, and live in the Song 
Life and Power, and feel the Son living in them: Then they 
are greatly miſtaken, who think to gather a Rule to them- 
ſelves out of the Teſtimonies and Declarations of things in the 
Scriptures, and do not wait upon the Lord to receive the Spirit it 
ſelf to become their Rule, Guide ard Way. For theſe are all, one. 
The Truth is the Way. The Truth, which lives and abides in the 
heart (where it is received and entertained) is the Way: the Rule 
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is the Guide. For God is ove. There are miny names, but the thing is 
ove. The Life, the Power, the Wiſdom in the Father, Son and Spi- 
rit, ij alone: yea they themſelves are one, perfectly ove, not at all 
divided or ſeparated; but where the Father is, the Son is; and 
where the Son is, the Spirit is; and where the Spirit is, thete is both 


. the Father andthe Son, who tabernacle in mania the day of the 


Goſpel. And where theſe are, there that is whichis to be preferred 
before all words, which was afore them, and is in Nature, Spirit 
and Glory above them. He thit hath the Son, hath Life, even the 
Life Eternal, which the words teſtifie of. He that hach the Son, 
bath him which is true: and he that is in the Son, is in him that is 
true; and abiding there, cannot be deceived : but he that is nor 
there, is deceived,let him apprehend and gather out of che Scriptures 
what be can, O how is God gloritied, and how is Redemption and 
real Salvation of the Soul witneſſed in this diſpiſed Diſpenſation of 
Truth, which God hath held forth in theſe latter dayes ! Bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord, who hath hid this pure Diſpenſation of Life 
from the eye of the prudent, worldly wile part in every man, re. 
vealing it only to the babiſh ſimplicity which is of his Son, and which 
lives in him and by bim. 


Concerning Chriſts being manifeſted without, and his being 
alſo manifeſted within, and how both are owned by them 
that know the Truth. 


T is objected againſt us, who are called Quakers, That we 
I Chriſt (and — to be ſaved by bim) as be was * 
without xs, but look only to be ſaved by 4 Chriſt in . To which this 
is in my heart co anſwer to ſuch as ſingly defire ſatisfaction therein. 

We do indeed expect to be ſaved (yea and not only fo, but do al- 
ready in our ſeveral meaſures witneſs Salvation) by the revelation 
and operation of the Life of Chriſt within us; yet not without re- 
lation to what he did without us. For all chat he did in that Body 
of Fleſh, was of the Father, and had its place and ſervice in the 
Will and according to the Counſel of the Father. But the knowledg 
and belief of that, ſince the dayes of the Apoſtles, 1 

| B 2 __ 


| (12) | 
wuch held in the uncightconiriefs, and in the ſeparation from the 
ipward work of the Power and Life of Chriſt n the-beate : which, 


ao held, cannot fave any. But whoever feels the-Light and Liſe 


of Chriſt revealed in him, and comes into union with God there- 
through; be feels che work of Regeneration, of SanRification, of 


Juſtification, of Life and Redemption; and ſo comes to reap bene- 


fit inwwardly, acid to parralte of the bleſſed fruits of all that Chriſt did 
ourwardly, Vea, he that is thus one with Chriſt in the Spirit, cannot 
exclude himſelf, nor is excluded by God from the advantage of any 
thing, nor every thing Chriſt did in that Body of Fleſh. 

This indeed is che main thing, to wicneſs Salvation wrought out 


in the heatt: to witneſs the eternal Power and Arm of the Lord, 


laying hold on the Soul to ſave it; and not only laying hold on it to 
ſave ir, but to witneſs the working out and the eſſecting of the Salva- 
tion, as really in the Subſtance, as Iſrael of old did in the ſhadow.For 
as they witneſſed Moſes and 7oſbus outwardly ; ſo the true Jſrarlire 
(the inward Iſraelite, the ſpiritual Iſtaclite) is to witneſs that which 
is the Subſlance of theſe, even the Son of God revealed inwardly. 
Now they were not ſaved outwardly by a bare outward believing, 
that Moſes and Foſhwa were ſent of God to ſave them: bur by fol- 
lowing them, in faith and obedience to what from God they requi- 
red. So tothe inward 1/ratl Chriſt is given for a Leader and Com- 
mander, who appears to the diſtreſſed, embondaged Soul in Zgype 
brings out of Eg, and ſo leads on towards the good Land and 
into it. Now, as the Soul follows ; as the Soul believes in his A 
pearances, and obeys his voice in the holy pure Covenant of Life ; 
ſo he works out the Redemption thereof. But as unbelief and diſ- 


obedience gets up, and the heart is heardened at any time againſt 


his Voice and Counſel, and the ear open to the temptations of the 
Enemy; the Redemption thereby goes backward, and the diſtreſs 
and captivity returns again, This is witneſſed, known and expe» 
rienced by every true Traveller towards Sion. therefore the main 
thing requiſite, is to abide in the ſence of the Redeemers Power, 
as aſſo in waiting for his motions and appearances, und in the 
Faith and Obedience thereof, For ' fin gathers ſtrength and is 
brought forth, by letting in and giving way to the motions 
thereof: and ſo alſo Holineſs and Righteouſneſs is broughe 
ſotek and getterh ground in the mind; by bearkening and giving 
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up to the ſtirringe and movings of Gods 2 —— 
fore it is of great nec eſſity to every true Travellers to comp to's 
right, underſtanding and diſtinguiſhing of theſe: and then that 
the heart be kept with all dili „ beeauſe out of it are the 
iſſues both of lifeand death. And moſt happy is he, who knows the 
iſſues of death topped, and the iſſues of Life opened, and whoſe 
fpirit is naked and open before the Lord, for Life to ſpring up 
in him and iſſue forth through him at its pleaſure. O it is a 
precious ſtate to witneſs Captivity let Captive by Life, and the 
power of Life reigning over it. And truly, there is 2s real de- 
liverance witneſſed inwardly, by thoſe that wait upon the Lord and 
are faithfull to the leadings of his holy Spirit, as ever there was 
by the Jews outwardly, in their faichfull following doſes and 
Joſona ; and Chriſt is as truly an Healer of his People, in this 
miniſtration of Life to them by bis holy Spirit, as ever he was 
an Healer of Perſons outwardly in the dayes of his Fleſh, That 

with the other Miracles which be wrought then) was but a ſha- 
low of what he would work and perform inwardly in the day 
of his Spirit and holy Power: and ſhall be or can he (to thoſe that 
faithfully wait upon him) fall ſhort in the one, of what he ſha» 
dowed out in the orber ? Nay ſurely, ic was the intent of his 
heart, and he will not fail to perform it, to ſave to the very 
utmoſt all chat come to God by him and abide in his holy, pure, 
righteous, living Covenant. Here is the skill of Chriſtianity, to 
abide in him: and here the living Vertue and pure Power is felt. 
which 'overcometh all, but nothing can overcome it; but Victory. 
Dominion, Glory, Majeſty and Power is ſung unto him, who is 
King of Saints, who reigns in righteouſneſs, and who eſtabliſheth 
Peace and Truth within his Borders, 


— 


4 few words concerning the Principle of Truth, what it js, 
how it may be diſcerned, and hom it may be purchaſed 
and poſſeſſed, 


Left. 1. What i the Principle ef Truth? 
A,. It is the Light which reproves and makes 9 
elt, 


i 
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feſt. Whatſrever doth make manifeſt in Light: Wherefore be faith, 
Aache then that ſleepeſt, ariſe from the dead, &c. —— 13, 14. 
There is no other way of awaking out of ſleep and ariſing from 
the dead, but by the Light which makes ſin manifeſt, And O bow 
precious is that Light 
veſt. 2. How may the Principle of Truth be diſcerned? 
aw. By its piercing, quickning nature, which diſcovereth 
it ſelt in its appearances and operations. For it appears and 
works, not like mans reaſon, or like motions of his mind which 
he takes into his underſtanding part: but it appears and works 
lvingly, powerfully and eſſectually in the heart. : 
Mans reaſon is corrupt, dark, impure, ſince the fall; and in 
the hand and under the power of the wicked one, Its nature is 
to hide and cover fin, not to diſcover it. Now the Light of the 
Law, which diſcovers ſin, ariſeth not hence. Who can bring the 
clean, pure Light of che Law, out of the unclean, impure reaſon 
of man? The Light indeed may ſhine in the Darkneſs : but it 
is no part of ic, but of another nature and deſcent. It is from 
Gods Spirit, and given to man in his love unto him, to lead 
him out of his dark wayes and fpirit , into the pure Spirit 
and Way of Holioefs. For the Light which diſcovers fin, is all 
holy and pure, like the Fountain from whence it comes. Now a 
man that is acquainted both wich reaſon and with this Light, 
be can diſtinguiſh the nature and operations of both. For there 
is 2 great difference between Truth held in the reaſoning part, 
and Truth held in its own principle. It is very powerfull in the 
one: it effeReth little in the other. In the pure quicknings of 
Life this diſtinction is perceived and alſo held. Therefore our ad- 
vice is to all men, to retire from all mortality, that they may 
come to feel the Spring of Life in themſelves ( and ſomething 
ſpringing therefrom into them to quicken them) and to wait to 
have their underſtandings opened and kept open by chat ; that 
ſorhey may receive, retain, and not ggain loſe the capacity of un- 
derſtanding the things of Gods Ki 
Queſt. 3. How way ths Princip ed or Pearl) be purchaſed 
and poſſeſſed ? 


Anſw, By dying to a mans own Wiſdom and will. There is 
not another way. For the Light is wholly contrary to man, — 


. (15) | 
be ſtands in the alienation from God. It croſſeth his ſpicir, bis 
thoughts, bis deſires, his knowledge, his reaſon, his underſland- 


ings even all that is of himſelf, He muſt therefore conſult with 


none of theſe, but prefer the little, pure Demonſtration of the 
Light of Chriſts Spirit above all theſe, and ſtand in the parting 
with and Joſs of them all for ever. O this is an bard ſaying, -who 
can bear it? Surely none but thoſe that are taugbt and learn of 
the Packer, can thus come to give up to and follow the Light of 
the 

The Law of the Lord ib perfect, converting (or reſtoring) the 
Soul (Pſal. 19, 7.) What Law was this, or what Law is this? 
Was it the Law of works in the hand of Moſes ? or is it the Law 
of Faith in the hand of Chriſt? Doth not Chriſt enlighten eve- 
ry man that cometh into the World? Would not God have all 
men to be ſaved? and doth he not give to all, a proportion of 
the true Light whereby chey may be ſaved ? And is it not the 
property of this Light to convert to God ? Can any man re- 
ceive this and be united to this, and it not change his nature ? 
ſo that he muſt needs have a new nature, and from that new na- 
dure do that naturally, which the Jews by all their endeavours with; 
ont this, conld never do. 

Can any thing convert fallen man to God, but Chriſt ? bach 

thing power to convert to God, but his pure Law of Life 7 


an 
Can Chriſt and his Ligbt be ſeparated? Can any man receive 


his Light and be united thereto, and not receive him? O that 
mens hearts and underſtandings were opened by the Spirit and 
Power of the Lord! For this is a direct riddle to all men, who 
have not Gods Heifer to Plow with, to underſtand it by. And 
ſo for want of & true underſtandieg, it is deſpiſed and re a- 
mong the. Builders; but with us it is eleR and precious, choſen of 
God, and precious in the eye of our Souls. 

Now this doth not exclude or make void any thing, the 
Chriſt did, in. bis $ody of Fleſh here on Earth, or that he 
in Heavert fot js: but chis brings unto a Right, and into a 
Poſſeſſion and Eajoyment of his Purchaſe. For all that are in 
the Darkneſs, and walk in the Darkgeſs, have nothing to do with 


they may profefe,, and 


Chriſt in truth and gcalli eve 
what hopes ſoever WN Went 


es with: but all that 
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ure in any! 
from the ſame Light and dirt. - 

And this I dare poſitively hold forth as a ſtanding Truth, 
which hath been ſealed unto me by conftant experience; That 
no man can fall in with and obey the Light wherewith he is en- 
lightened, but he meſt deny bimſelf, and take up a croſs to his 
own wiſdom and will, which Croſs is the Croſs of Chriſt, which 
is the Power of God to the Salvation of the Sonl. And he char 
takes it up daily and waits upon the Lord therein, ſhall Witneſs the 
Power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to the redeemption of his Soul; 
yea then he ſhall be able in true underſtanding to ſay, This'{s 
Light indeed, Life indeed, Power indeed. That powerfull Arm 


- which bath ſaved me fron? Sin, and breaks the Snares, D:vices 


and Strength of the Enemy before me (delivering me daily when 
none elſe can, and when my own ſtrength and wiſdom is as no- 
thing) 1 cannot but call Chriſt, the living Power and Wiſdom'of 
God revealed in me, who will not give bis glory v0 another. 
For he is the Lord God of pure Power and Life for evetmore 3 
and beſide bim there is no ſuch Saviour. Yea, bleſſed be the Name 
of the Lord for ever, the dayes of mourning after Salvation are 
over with many, afid the dayes of feaping and enjoying 
tion are come, which ſhall endure. with the Iſra of G. 
evermore, Amen 1 r 
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THE END. 
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